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Abstracts 35and bisphosphonate (4). DEXA scan referral was
not indicated in 14 patients as 4 of them were
already on bisphosphonates and 10 patients had
there abbreviated mental score was less than 7.
Among the remaining 23 patients, 9 patients
(40%) were referred for DEXA scan. This improve-
ment is statistically significant ( p = 0.03, chi square
test).
Discussion and conclusion: The re-audit shows
that, although there is an improvement in the situa-
tion, we are still below the standards of secondary
prevention of fragility fractures with 60% of femoral
fragility fracture patients not being referred for
DEXA scan. A pathway lead by a fracture liaison
nurse dedicated to osteoporotic fracture patients
should improve the situation.
doi: 10.1016/j.injury.2006.06.103
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Introduction: Publication of guidelines from various
bodies pertaining to the care of the seriously
injured has lead to widespread changes in clinical
practice. The ‘hub and spoke’ model of trauma
care means increasing numbers of patients with
complex problems are concentrated into regional
centres. Though this approach can provide the high-
est standard of treatment, it has cost implications
for the receiving unit, particularly given the depart-
ment of health’s move towards a ‘Payment by
Results’ model of health provision. It is therefore
necessary to estimate a cost-per case for such
patients. National tariffs exist for various treat-
ments, including pelvic reconstruction, but such
guidelines are not available for other aspects of
trauma care.We undertook an economic evaluation
of complex limb reconstruction within our tertiary
referral unit.
Methods: Patients referred to the complex
trauma service were identified. Patients were
assigned to either a ‘complicated’ or ‘straight-for-
ward’ group by two consultant surgeons based on
the nature of their treatment. Five cases from each
group were randomly selected for further analysis.
Data pertaining to the direct healthcare costs for
these patients was analysed. Costs per investiga-
tion/intervention were obtained relating to hospital
stay, outpatient care, operative interventions and
radiological investigations. Data relating to thecosts of physiotherapy, occupational therapy,
patient transport, haematological investigations
and medications is also considered (data not
shown).
Results: Overall 26 patients were referred to
our complex trauma service over 6 months. A
summary of overall costs per case is shown in the
table below.
Conclusion: Those planning a service treating
complex trauma must allow for the considerable
costs involved and make provisions to recoup this
from the referring primary care trust.
doi: 10.1016/j.injury.2006.06.104
Application of monolateral fixators as definitive
treatment for tarsometatarsal joint injuries with
lateral column shorteningS. Clubb, B.L. Andrews, M.B. Davies, C.M. Blundell
Department of Trauma & Orthopaedics, London, UK
Injuries to the tarsometatarsal joint complex lead to
significant morbidity if anatomical reduction is not
achieved. Restoring and maintaining the length of
the lateral column should be part of this reduction.
We present the use of monolateral fixators as defi-
nitive treatment for tarsometatarsal injuries with
lateral column shortening.
Although use of external fixation techniques have
been described as an intra-operative aid to reduc-
tion of the lateral column, there is sparse literature
acknowledging their use in maintaining this reduc-
tion until union. Traditionally, fusion of the lateral
column or k-wire fixation has been advocated, but
these methods are associated with stiffness and
instability, respectively.
Four patients presented with closed, isolated
injuries to the tarsometatarsal joint complex, all
with lateral column shortening owing to comminu-
tion of the cuboid, with midfoot abduction instabil-
ity. Three patients also had medial column
instability. In each case, a monolateral fixator was
applied to the lateral column with pins in the os
calcis and fourth and fifth metatarsals. Medial col-
umn instability was treated with screw fixation. All
patients remained non-weight bearing for 6 weeks,
and the external fixator was removed between 6 and
8 weeks.
All patients were walking unaided at latest fol-
low-up, ranging from 7 to 22 months (mean 16.5
months). Modified AOFAS score ranged from 58 to
100 (mean score 75). Three patients had normal or
near normal gaits at latest follow-up.
Themonolateral external fixator allows quick and
accurate reduction of the lateral column using
